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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  j ear  1962 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council. 
Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1962. 

The  year  produced  no  striking  features  and  the  incidence 
of  notifiable  diseases  was  again  low.  Measles  being  the  only  one 
showing  a sizeable  figure.  The  incidence  of  this  was  rather 
lower  than  in  1961. 

The  Birth  Rate  showed  little  change  from  1961,  but  the 
Death  Rate  again  was  rather  less.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that 
compared  with  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  the  Rural 
District’s  Birth  Rate  is  a little  higher  and  its  Death  Rate  lower. 
The  month  by  month  reports  to  Health  Committee  seem  to 
substantiate  that  the  great  majority  of  deaths  are  at  a good 
old  age. 

It  is  unfortunate  to  note  that  two  suicides  have  occurred 
during  the  year,  and  that  nine  deaths  have  been  as  a result  of 
accidents  (four  motor  vehicle  accidents).  Most,  if  not  all,  of 
these  should  have  been  preventable. 

The  question  of  Brucella  infection  in  cattle  herds  produc- 
ing Tuberculin  Tested  milk,  which  is  permitted  to  be  sold 
unpasteurised,  continues  to  engage  our  attention  and  as  your 
Medical  Officer  I have  had  from  time  to  time  to  make  use  of 
powers  to  apply  temporary  orders  for  compulsory  pasteurisa- 
tion during  investigations.  Existing  legislation  on  this  matter 
is  in  need  of  revision  and  tightening  up.  One  hears  from  time 
to  time  of  the  severer  established  human  infection,  but  there  is 
little  doubt  that  we  do  not  know  the  full  extent  of  such 
infections.  Brucellosis  in  man  is  not  in  the  schedule  of  notifi- 
able infectious  diseases  and  it  seems  that  the  Ministry  of 
Health  is  unwilling  to  include  it. 

My  thanks  are,  as  ever,  due  to  all  colleagues  in  the  Health 
Department,  whose  willing  co-operation  is  so  helpful.  Also  to 
you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  the  Committee  members  for  your 
interest  and  support. 

Yours  faithfully, 

C.  Robertson  Wilson,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  (in  acres) 33,i59 

Population  17,340 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (at  end  of  1962)  ...  4,050 

Rateable  value  at  1.4.62  £204,736 

Amount  produced  by  a penny  rate £850 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births. 

Three  hundred  and  thirty-two  births,  165  males  and  167 
females,  were  registered  during  the  year.  The  birth  rate  of 
18.9  compares  with  the  rate  of  19.0  per  1,000  in  1961.  Ten  of 
the  births  were  illegitimate. 

Stillbirths. 

There  were  four  male  stillbirths  during  the  year,  making  a 
still-birth  rate  of  11.9  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 
compared  with  a rate  of  14.9  per  1,000  in  1961. 

Deaths. 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-seven  deaths,  94  males  and  133 
females,  were  registered  during  the  year.  The  death  rate  at 
10.5  per  1,000  compares  with  a rate  of  11.7  per  1,000  in  1961. 


Mortality  Rates  per  1,000  estimated  population — 

Total  (all  forms)  — 

Crude  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13.3 

Adjusted  rate 10.5 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.06 

Malignant  neoplasms,  etc. 

(Cols.  10 — 15  inch  of  S.D.  30)  1.82 

Live  birth  rates  per  1,000  estimated  population — 

Crude  rate  19.5 

Adjusted  rate 18.9 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  births  11.9 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  births Nil 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  18.  i 

Neo-Natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000 /zW  births  ...  12.0 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  12.0 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  births 23.8 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

The  table  below  shows  the  causes  of  death  of  Rural  District 


residents  in  1962  — 

Cause  of  Death 

Male  Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

... 

I 

— 

I 

Tuberculosis  (Other) 

... 

— 

— 

— 

Cancer  of  stomach 

... 

2 

— 

2 

„ respiratory  tract 

... 

2 

— 

2 

„ breELst 

... 

— 

3 

3 

„ all  other  sites  ... 

... 

8 

16 

24 

Vascular  lesions  

... 

20 

22 

42 

Heart  Disease  (Angina)  . . . 

14 

16 

30 

Other  Heart  Diseases 

16 

19 

35 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

... 

4 

5 

9 

Diabetes 

— 

2 

2 

Pneumonia  

... 

2 

3 

5 

Influenza 

— 

2 

2 

Bronchitis 

... 

7 

3 

10 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  system  ... 

I 

I 

2 

Leukaemia 

— 

— 

— 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations 

I 

2 

3 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  . . . 

9 

34 

43 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

... 

2 

2 

4 

All  other  accidents 

... 

2 

3 

5 

Suicide  

2 

— 

2 

Gastritis,  etc. 

I 

— 

I 

94  133  227 
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The  table  below  shows  comparisons  for  the  years  1958- 
1962  between  birth  and  death  rates  in  England  and  Wales: — 


England  and 
Wales 


Fylde  Rural 
District 


Year 

Births 

Deaths 

Births 

Deaths 

1958 

16.4 

11.7 

18.1 

15-5 

1959 

16.5 

II. 6 

21. 1 

i960 

17.1 

11.5 

19.7 

12.4 

1961 

... 

17.4 

12.0 

19.0 

11.7 

1962 

... 

18.0 

11.9 

CO 

H 

10.5 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
Personnel 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : C.  Robertson  Wilson,  m.b.,  ch.b., 

D.p.H.  (edin.). 

Other  Appointments  held  : Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Boroughs 

of  Lytham  St.  Annes,  and  Fleet- 
wood.  Urban  Districts  of  Poulton- 
le-Fylde,  Kirkham,  Thornton 
Cleveleys  and  Preesall.  Divisional 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Division 
No.  3,  Lancashire  County  Council. 

H.  Graham,  m.a.p.h.i.,  cert.r.s.h. 


T.  B.  Berry,  m.a.p.h.i.,  cert.r.s.h. 


Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  : 

Additional  Public  Health 
Inspector  : 


Hospital  Facilities. 

For  general  cases  the  main  hospitals  used  are  the  Preston 
Royal  Infirmary  of  the  Preston  and  Chorley  Hospital  Manage- 
ment Committee,  and  the  Blackpool  Victoria,  Wesham  Park, 
and  Lytham  St.  Annes  Hospitals  of  the  Blackpool  and  Fylde 
Hospital  Management  Committee.  Infectious  diseases  are 
admitted  to  the  Devonshire  Road  Hospital,  Blackpool, 
excepting  in  the  case  of  Tuberculosis  which  go  to  Elswick 
Sanatorium.  Accommodation  for  Smallpox  is  provided  by 
the  Manchester  Regional  Hospital  Board  at  the  Ainsworth 
Smallpox  Hospital,  near  Bury. 
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Ambulance  Facilities 

The  Ambulance  Service  is  administered  by  the  Lancashire 
County  Council.  Ambulance  Stations  in  No.  3 Health  Divi- 
sion of  the  Lancashire  County  are  located  at  Wesham,  St. 
Annes,  Thornton  and  Fleetwood.  The  service  is  now  a part  of 
Radio-control  Area  No.  3 of  the  County  Ambulance  Service 
and  controlled  from  Broughton  House,  near  Preston. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Bacteriological  examination  of  specimens — also  water, 
milk  and  ice  cream  samples,— is  carried  out  at  the  new  Public 
Health  Laboratory  building  in  Meadow  Street,  Preston. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home 

General  nursing  cases  and  confinements  are  attended  by 
District  Nurses  and  Midwives  of  the  Lancashire  County 
Council. 

Venereal  Disease  Service 

Facilities  for  treatment  of  Venereal  Disease  are  available 
at  Blackpool  Victoria  Hospital  and  Preston  Royal  Infirmary. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  AND  OTHER 
CLINICS.  FYLDE  AREA  OF  LANCASHIRE 
ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  School  Medical 
Clinic 

Clinics  of  the  County  Council,  held  in  the  Rural  District, 
at  the  time  of  preparation  of  this  report,  are  as  follows  : — 

Freckleton — Methodist  Sunday  School 

Monday  ...  p.m.  Child  Welfare  Clinic. 

p.m.  Immunisation  (Fourth  Monday 

in  each  month). 

p.m.  Vaccination  (Third  Monday  in 

each  month). 

Singleton — Church  Hall. 

Monday  ...  p.m.  C.W.C.  (First  and  third  Monday 

in  each  month). 

Salwick — Social  Centre  of  the  United  Kingdom  Atomic  Energy 
Authority,  Springfield  Works. 

Wednesday...  p.m.  C.W.C.  (First  and  third  Wed- 
nesday in  each  month), 
p.m.  Immunisation  (Third  Wednes- 

day in  each  month), 
p.m.  Vaccination  (Third  Wednesday 

in  each  month). 
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Staining — The  Institute. 

Monday  ...  p.m.  C.W.C.  (2nd  and  4th  Monday 

in  each  month).  (M.O.  4th 
Monday  only). 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 
A total  of  89  samples  was  obtained,  consisting  of  58 
samples  of  milk  (two  of  which  were  samples  of  Channel 
Island  milk)  and  31  others  comprising  : — 


2 Bread  i 

3 Lard  2 

I Bacon  2 

I Glycerin  B.P. 

I Ground  Rice  i 

I Paprika  i 

I Canned  Meat  i 

1 Fish,  canned  i 

2 Ice  Cream  i 

1 Glaubers  Salt  B.P.  i 

2 Canned  Condensed  Soups  i 

I Slimmer ’s  Sugar  i 

I Meat  Paste 


Butter 
Cocoa 

Coffee  and  chicory  essence, 
liquid,  sweetened 
Fruit,  canned 
Table  Jelly 

Golden  Raising  Powder 
Flour 

Sodium  Bicarbonate  B.P. 
Extra  Glucose  Sweets 
Pickles 

Milk,  Condensed,  full-cream, 
unsweetened. 


I give  below  details  of  those  samples  upon  which  the 
County  Analyst  gave  adverse  reports  : — 

Type  of 

Sample  Result  of  Analysis 
7 Formal  Freezing  points  indica- 

Milks  ted  the  presence  of  ex- 

traneous water  in  all 
cases  ; also  deficient  in 
solids-not-fat. 


Action  Taken 
Legal  proceedings  were 
instituted,  the  farmer 
was  fined  on  each 
of  the  seven  samples, 
and  ordered  to  pay 
£15  15s.  od.  costs. 


Under  5 years 

5 — 14  years 

15—44  years 

45 — 64  years 

Total  all  ages 

Other  notifiable  diseases  — 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 


Ac. 

Pneumonia 
M.  F. 

I — 


I — 


Food 

Poisoning 
M.  F. 


i Female 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1962 
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lUBERCULOSIS. 

A Tuberculosis  service  is  provided  by  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board,  the  Lancashire  County  Council,  and  the 
District  Council.  The  Hospital  Board  is  responsible  mainly 
for  treatment,  the  County  Council  for  prevention,  caie  and 
after-care,  and  the  Sanitary  Authority  for  prevention. 

A Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  is  provided  by  the  Lanca- 
shire County  Council,  and  Hospital  and  Chest  Chnic  facilities 
by  the  Blackpool  and  Fylde  Hospital  Management  Com- 
mittee. 

The  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  has  been  very  low  — only 
two  cases,  both  pulmonary,  notified.  No  death  occurred  during 
the  year. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  the  declining  toll  of  this  grave 
disease. 


Numbers  originally 
notified 


Under  5 years  ... 
5— 14  years 
15 — 24  years 
25 — 44  years 
45— 64  years  ... 

65  and  over 
Age  unknown  . . . 

Total  (all  ages) 


Tuberculosis 
Meninges  & 

Respiratory  C.N.S.  Other 
M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 


2 


Yours  faithfully, 

C.  ROBERTSON  WILSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Fylde  Rural  District  Council 


Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

Wesham. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Fylde  Rural  District 
Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  and  pleasure  of  submitting  to  you  my 
seventeenth  Annual  Report  upon  the  work  of  the  Public 
Health  Inspector’s  Department;  the  report  being  for  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1962. 

As  the  Council  are  aware,  as  a result  of  an  accident  to  my 
knee,  I was  away  from  work  for  almost  the  whole  of  the  first 
quarter  of  the  year.  I wish  to  pay  the  fullest  tribute  to  Mr. 
Berry  for  the  excellent  way  in  which  he  carried  out  all  the  work 
of  the  department  during  that  time.  This  included  the  bringing 
into  use  for  the  first  time  of  the  Council’s  new  refuse  tip  at 
Whinbrick,  with  all  the  attendant  troubles  of  a new  project  of 
this  kind.  I would  also  like  to  thank  Mrs.  Kirkham  for  her 
continued  loyalty  and  assistance  throughout  the  year. 

Comments  upon  the  various  branches  of  the  work  dealt 
with  are  contained  in  the  appropriate  sections  of  the  report. 

Details  for  the  year  1962  are  set  out  below,  and  the 
following  is  a summary  of  the  visits  made  : — 


Inspections  (details  below)  1,269 

Re-visits  347 

Informal  notices  served 9 

Statutory  notices  served  3 

Legal  Proceedings  i 

Defects  or  nuisances  discovered 8 

Defects  or  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  10 
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Inspections  and  re-visits  in  connection  with  : — 

Public  Health  Acts. 

Dwelling-houses  on  complaint  25 

Drains  and  Sewers  ...  ...  ...  75 

Ditches  and  Watercourses  ...  ...  31 

Infectious  Diseases  117 

Food  Poisoning  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Inns,  Restaurants,  etc 5 

Keeping  of  animals  18 

Offensive  accumulations  ...  ...  ...  16 

Smoke  (observations,  etc.)  3 

Verminous  premises  ...  ...  ...  3 

Insect  Pests  29 

Housing  A cts. 

Individual  Unfit  Houses  17 

Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  13 

Improvement  Grants  108 

Factories  Acts. 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Others  39 

Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Food  Premises  117 

Food  Inspection 103 

Sampling 33 

Waste  Foods  Order  ...  ...  ...  9 

Brucella  Abortus  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ii 

Miscellaneous. 

Shops  Acts 85 

Pests  Act,  1949  no 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 152 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Develop- 
ment Act,  i960  347 

Miscellaneous  79 
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Slaughterhouses,  Food  and  Food  Premises. 

There  is  only  one  slaughterhouse  in  operation  in  the 
district,  and  this  is  a small  private  one  situated  in  Freckleton. 
All  animals  slaughtered  were  inspected  aiid  details  of  meat  and 
other  foodtuffs  dealt  with  are  set  out  in  the  table  below. 
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The  only  other  foodstuffs  condemned  were  76  pounds  of 
tinned  ham,  and  168  pounds  of  imported  potatoes. 

The  number  of  slaughtermen  licensed  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  ten. 

The  number  of  visits  made  in  connection  with  the  inspec- 
tion of  food  was  103. 

There  are  seven  bakers  and/or  confectioners  in  the  district. 
Routine  visits  revealed  no  serious  contraventions  of  the 
hygiene  regulations  and  no  formal  action  was  necessary.  117 
visits  were  made  to  food  premises  of  all  kinds  and  here  again 
no  formal  action  was  required. 

Forty-five  premises  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice 
cream.  Of  these  five  sell  loose  ice  cream,  two  sell  loose  and 
wrapped,  and  the  remaining  38  sell  wrapped  ice  cream.  Three 
premises  are  registered  and  used  for  the  manufacture  of  ice 
cream,  and  all  use  the  hot-mix  method  of  production.  Thirty 
samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  to  the  laboratory  for 
examination.  All  except  three  were  satisfactory.  Soft  ice 
cream  is  manufactured  in  the  district  and  of  six  samples 
examined,  three  were  unsatisfactory  — all  from  the  same 
mobile  van.  Investigations  led  to  the  source  of  the  trouble 
which  was  eliminated.  Forty-six  inspections  were  made  at 
ice  cream  premises.  Four  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale 
and  manufacture  of  cooked  meat  products  and  these  were  all 
found  to  be  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

The  number  of  food  premises  by  t3^pe  of  business,  in  the 
district  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 

Type  of  Business  No. 

General  grocers  and  provision  dealers  ...  36 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  (including  those 

selling  wet  fish,  game,  etc.)  ...  ...  17 

Fishmongers  (including  those  selling  poultry, 

game,  etc.)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Meat  shops  (butchers,  purveyors  of  cooked  and 

preserved  meats,  tripe,  etc.)  ...  ...  8 

Bakers  and/or  Confectioners  7 

Fried  Fish  Shops  6 

Shops  selling  mainly  sugar  confectionery, 

minerals,  ice  cream,  etc 18 

Licensed  premises,  clubs,  canteens,  restaurants, 
cafes,  snack  bars  and  similar  catering 
establishments  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Others  48 
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The  number  of  distributors  of  milk  registered  by  the  local 
authority  and  operating  from  dairies  within  the  district  was  12; 
and  those  operating  from  shops  other  than  dairies  was  four. 

Twenty-nine  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  examina- 


tion  with  the  following  results  : — 

Positive 

Tuberculosis  Nil 

Negative  No  Result 

Brucellosis — 

Ring  Test 

23 

6 — 

Culture  Test  ... 

I 

10  — 

Biological  Test 

I 

10  — 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 

Under  Regulation  20  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (General) 
Regulations,  1959,  notices  were  served  as  found  necessary  on 
milk  producers  in  connection  with  milk  found  to  be  infected 
with  brucella  organisms.  The  whole  farcical  procedure  with 
regard  to  brucellosis  as  described  in  my  report  for  i960  still 
applies,  and  much  time  and  energy  must  still  be  devoted  to  the 
object  of  achieving  nothing! 

Factories 

There  were  70  factories  on  the  register  on  the  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1962.  Forty-eight  inspections  were  made  and  no  defects 
requiring  action  were  found.  With  about  four  exceptions  the 
factories  are  mainly  of  the  small  owner-occupied  type. 

Sanitary  Accommodation 

One  privy  and  ten  pail  closets  were  converted  to  water 
closets,  and  the  number  and  types  of  sanitary  accommodation 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  is  set  out  in  the  following  table  : — 


ig6i 

ig62 

Number  of  middens 

70 

69 

Number  of  pail  closets  

384 

374 

Number  of  fresh  water  closets  ... 

3,882 

4,022 

Number  of  trough  and  waste  water 
closets  

Nil 

Nil 

Number  of  houses  on  water  carriage 
system  (estimated)  ... 

3,808 

3.948 

i6 


Public  Cleansing  and  Salvage 

Two  events  directly  affecting  the  cleansing  service  took 
place  during  the  year.  The  first  was  in  February  when  at  long 
last  the  Council  took  possession  of  the  land  at  Whinbrick  and 
the  disposal  of  refuse  there  commenced.  The  second  was  in 
September  when  the  old  depot  in  Billington  Street  East, 
Wesham,  was  closed  down,  and  the  whole  of  the  Council’s 
refuse  collection  and  salvage  service  was  transferred  to  the 
new  premises  built  at  the  rear  of  the  new  Council  Offices. 

The  Council  undertakes  the  weekly  collection  of  refuse  in 
all  parishes,  and  all  refuse  is  now  disposed  of  by  controlled 
tipping  at  the  Whinbrick  Site. 

The  establishment  consists  of  one  12  cu.  yd.  Ford  Diesel, 
one  12  cu.  yd.  Karrier  Diesel,  two  18  cu.  yd.  Karrier  Diesels, 
and  one  10-12  cu.  yd.  Karrier  Gamecock  Petrol  vehicle.  The 
Karrier  Diesels  are  all  of  the  Dual-tip  type  and  up  to  the  end 
of  the  year  the  saving  of  time  with  these  vehicles  enabled  the 
ever  increasing  amount  of  work  to  be  carried  out  without  any 
increase  in  staff.  However,  private  house  development  con- 
tinues and  it  may  be  that  some  relief  to  the  men,  in  the  way  of 
additional  staff,  will  have  to  be  considered  in  the  summer  of 
1963.  18  men,  including  four  drivers,  are  engaged  upon  refuse 
collection  ; one  man  is  employed  as  salvage  baler  and  relief 
dustman,  and  the  tip  controlled  by  an  attendant  using  a 
Ferguson  tractor.  The  volume  of  refuse  continued  to  increase. 
This,  together  with  the  fact  that  all  refuse  was  brought  to  one 
tip,  and  the  age  of  the  tractor,  led  the  Council  to  consider  the 
provision  of  better  equipment  for  the  use  of  the  tip  attendant, 
and  late  in  the  year  a crawler  type  tractor  was  purchased  for 
refuse  tip  work. 

Day  to  day  supervision  is  exercised  by  a foreman  under 
the  general  direction  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Waste  Paper  is  sold  to  the  Thames  Board  Mills  Limited 
and  the  amount  disposed  of  and  its  cash  value  was  as  follows: — 


Tons 

Cwts.  Qrs. 

£ 

S. 

d. 

Mixed  Waste  . 

34 

I I 

266 

17 

II 

Fibreboard 

35 

13  2 

348 

I 

9 

Newsprint 

26 

15  I 

222 

12 

9 

Totals 

96 

10  0 

£837 

12 

5 
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Moveable  Dwellings 

The  Council  is  well  informed  month  by  month  as  to  the 
position  in  relation  to  moveable  dwellings  in  the  area,  and  there 
seems  to  be  no  need  to  discuss  the  matter  in  detail  again.  It 
was  prophesied  that  it  would  take  five  years  before  all  sites 
complied  with  the  standards  required  by  the  i960  Act. 
Whilst  there  is  every  hope  that  such  a target  will  be  beaten  in 
this  area,  there  have  been,  and  still  are,  many  delays  for  one 
reason  or  another,  i.e.  appeals  against  conditions.  Neverthe- 
less, with  the  exception  of  a small  hard  core  of  sites,  much  pro- 
gress has  been  made,  and  some  evidence  of  the  effect  of  the  new 
legislation  is  beginning  to  be  seen. 

There  was  the  usual  flood  of  tents  during  the  “high 
season,”  but  it  is  perhaps  to  the  credit  of  the  campers  that  no 
complaints  were  received  from  any  source  whilst  they  were 
with  us. 

Seventy-three  sites  in  the  area  were  used  for  camping  and 
caravanning  purposes.  Seven  licences  issued  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  in  respect  of  sites  used  for  the  stationing  of 
chalets  are  still  in  force.  It  is  estimated  that  the  maximum 
number  of  campers  resident  in  the  area  at  one  time  during  the 
summer  season  was  5,800.  298  caravans  are  permanently 
occupied.  The  number  of  site  licences  issued  under  the 
Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  i960,  and  in 
operation  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  64  ; and  the  number  of 
caravans  concerned  in  these  sites  was  2,209.  Successful  pro- 
ceedings were  taken  against  one  site  operator  for  failure  to 
comply  with  site  licence  conditions. 


Water  Supply 

The  number  of  houses  on  a mains  supply  of  water  is 
estimated  to  be  4,532.  The  number  of  new  connections  was 
135.  The  position  in  the  various  parishes  is  set  out  in  the  table 

on  page  18. 


Water  Supplies  to  Houses 
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Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 
The  long-awaited  second  stage  of  the  Staining  scheme  got 
under  way  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  When  this  scheme  is 
completed  and  the  necessary  house  connections  and  closet 
conversions  carried  out,  we  shall  see  the  end  of  the  last  Parish 
in  which  the  Council  empties  pail  closets.  Such  a change  will  be 
appreciated  by  the  men  employed  in  this  work.  Preparation 
and  planning  of  the  schemes  at  Elswick  and  Weeton  has 
proceeded,  and  another  scheme,  for  the  village  of  Little 
Eccleston,  found  its  way  onto  the  drawing  boards.  The  only 
other  village  of  any  size  without  sewerage  facilities  is  that  at 
Singleton. 

Schools 

No  new  schools  were  built  and  none  were  closed  so  that 
there  are  still  14  within  the  Council’s  area.  The  sanitary 


condition  of  the  schools  was  as  follows  : — 

Number  with  unsatisfactory  yard  surfaces  ...  Nil 
Number  with  fresh  water  closets  ...  ...  ...  13 

Number  with  pail  closets  i 

Numbered  drained  to  public  sewers  6 

Number  drained  to  private  treatment  works  ...  7 

Number  with  moveable  dustbins  ...  ...  ...  14 

Number  with  mains  supply  of  water  ...  ...  14 

Number  with  unsatisfactory  washing  facilities  ...  6 

Rodent  Control 


The  duties  of  part-time  Rodent  Operator  are  undertaken 
by  the  Council’s  foreman  in  the  Health  department.  It  is 
estimated  that  there  are  4,991  properties  in  the  district,  com- 
prising 4,068  dwellings,  514  business  and  409  agricultural 
premises.  136  visits  were  made  to  private  dwellings,  197  to 
business  premises  and  39  to  agricultural  premises. 

Three  major  infestations  of  rats  were  found  in  dwelling 
houses,  two  in  business  premises  and  two  in  agricultural  pre- 
mises. The  number  of  minor  infestations  found  were  22,  six, 
and  three,  in  each  of  the  classes  of  property  mentioned.  One 
major  infestation  of  mice  was  found  in  a business  premise  ; 
six  minor  infestations  of  mice  were  found  in  dwelling  houses, 
and  seven  in  business  premises.  The  treatment  of  dwelling 
houses  is  carried  out  without  charge,  whilst  business  premises 
are  charged  on  a time  and  material  basis.  No  statutory 
action  was  necessary. 


20 


Housing 

1.  Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

Houses  Flats 

(i)  By  the  local  authority  ...  ...  4 — 

(ii)  By  other  local  authorities  ...  — — 

(hi)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  . . . 125  — 

2.  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  this  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  No.  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

formally  or  informally  for  housing 
defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

(b)  No.  of  inspections,  formal  or  informal, 

made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  56 

(c)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  (a)  above  found 

to  be  not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  but  capable  of 
being  rendered  fit  6 

(2)  Total  No.  of  dwelhng-houses  existing  at  end 

of  year  which  were  unfit  for  human  habitation 
and  not  capable  at  reasonable  expense  of 
being  rendered  fit  73 


3.  Houses  Demolished  — 


Houses 

De- 


Displaced 
during  Year 


In  Clearance  Areas : 

(1)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation . . 

(2)  Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad 
arrangement,  etc. 

{3)  Houses  on  land  acquired  under 
Section  43(2),  Housing  Act,  1957  • • 


molished 


Persons 


Families 
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Not  in  Clearance  Areas  : 

(4)  As  a result  of  formal  or  informal 
procedure  under  Section  17(1), 
Housing  Act,  1957  . . 

(5)  Local  Authority  owned  houses 
certified  unfit  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health 

(6)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 
where  action  has  been  taken  under 
local  Acts 

(7)  Unfit  houses  included  in  Unfitness 
Orders 


4 


4 


I 
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4-  Unfit  Houses  Closed  — 


(1) 

(2) 
(3) 


Under  Sections  16(4),  17(1)  and 
35(1)  Housing  Act,  1957 
Under  Sections  17(3)  and  26, 
Housing  Act,  1957  • • 

Parts  of  buildings  closed  under 
Section  18,  Housing  Act,  1957 


Number 

Disp 

during 

laced 
; year 

Persons 

Families 

•• 

•• 

5.  Unfit  Houses  made  Fit  and  Houses  in  which  Defects 
were  Remedied  — 

1 

By  Local 

By  Owner 

Authority 

(i)  After  informal  action  by  local 

authority 

2 

— 

(2)  After  formal  notice  under  : 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts 

. . 

(b)  Sections  9 and  16,  Housing 

Act,  1957  

I 

(3)  Under  Section  24,  Housing  Act, 

1957 

— 

6.  Unfit  Houses  in  Temporary  Use  (Housing  Act,  1957)  — 


Position  at  end  of  Year  : 

(i)  Retained  for  temporary  accommo- 
dation — 

(a)  Under  Section  48 


Number 

of 

Houses 

(I) 


Number  of 
separate  dwellings 
contained  in 
column  (i) 

(2) 


(b)  Under  Section  17(2) 


(c)  Under  Section  46 


(2)  Licensed  for  temporary  cocupation 
under  Sections  34  and  53 
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7-  Purchase  of  Houses  by  Agreement  — 


Number 

Number  of 
occupants  of 

of 

houses  in 

Houses 

Col.  (i) 

(I) 

(2) 

Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  other  than 
those  included  in  confirmed  Clear- 
ance Orders  or  Compulsory  Pur- 
chase Orders,  purchased  during  the 
year 

8.  Housing  Act,  1949,  and  Housing  (Financial  Provisions) 
Act,  1958  — Improvement  grants,  etc.  — 


Number  of  dwelling  houses 
or  other  buildings 
affected  in  schemes  of  — 

Action  during  year  : 

Private 
bodies  or 
individuals 

Local 

Authority 

(I) 

Submitted  by  private  individuals  to 
Local  Authority 

25 

(2) 

Approved  by  Local  Authority 

23 

(3) 

Submitted  by  Local  Authority  to 
Ministry 

. . 

(4) 

Finally  approved  by  Ministry 

(5) 

Work  completed 

18 

(6) 

Additional  separate  dwellings  in- 
cluded in  (5)  above  . . 

I 

(7)  Any  other  action  taken  under  the 
Acts  (Give  brief  particulars) 
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9-  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959  — 
Standard  Grants  — 


No.  of  dwellings 

or  other  buildings 

afiEected 

Action  during  Year  : 

(a)  Applications  Submitted  to  local  authority  . . 

20 

(b)  Applications  Approved  by  local  authority  . . 

20 

(c)  Work  completed 

16 

Yours  faithfully, 

H.  GRAHAM, 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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